AN 


ANSWER 


TO THE 


QUESTION, 
Why are you a Chriſtian ? 


——-—FF© S eee 
By JOHN CLARKE, 


* 
MixisrER of a CHURCH in Bos rox. 


— 


THE SIXTH EDITION. 


— — — — 


— - — — — — — 
BOSTON: 

Printed and fold by Saur HALL, No. 53, Cornhill. 

October, 1797. 


L Dubliched according to Ad of Congreſs, } 


— — 


— — 
— — 
1 


| 
| 


> — —  —  —— —_—_  _—_ 


— <4 - 
l > —_—_— — _—_— - bd xrg_—_  ” 
ee ˙ m tn a 


_— TT” m_ TR 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


Prefixed to the firſt London EviTI0N 
of this WoRKk. 


— a 


Rraper, * 

IF you are a believer in the Chriſt- 
ianity, in which all Chriſtians agree, 
however divided on other points, this 
ſhort American defence of it, preſents 
you with a ſeries of arguments in its 
behalf, which will ſatisfy that you 
have made a wiſe choice. If, on the 
other hand, you reject, or are indiffe- 
rent about it, an attentive peruſal may 
cauſe ſome hefitation, whether you 
have ſufficiently weighed à matter of 
fuch importance. Not that you will 
meet with any thing that has not been 
obſerved before by our beſt writers, 
particularly ſome now living. But 
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its merit conſiſts, in the collection and 
arrangement of the materials for form- 
ing a juſt judgment, in compreſſing 
them into ſo ſmall a compaſs, and pro- 
poſing them in a manner ſo lively and 
familiar, as to invite to more ſerious 
reflection than might have been before 
beſtowed upon them. 

Should there be noted any flaw or 
miſtake, in any ſingle circumſtance, or 
part of the argument, this will not in- 
validate the reſt. The force of the de- 
monſtration of the truth of the goſpel 
here exhibited, lies in the amount and 
general conſiſtency of the whole of the 
evidence produced for it. And how, 
fairly and candidly, to diſpoſe of, and 
to account for, that maſs of evidence, 
as here briefly ſketched out, without 
lending credit to it, is not eaſy to ſee : 
it certainly never yet has been done. 

There 
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There is ſomething very ſatisfactory, 
and not common, in what the writer 
advances concerning the miracles of 
Chriſt ; and in his refuting and expo- 
fing the inconſiſtency of thoſe whom 
one often hears declaring, that they 
are Chriſtians, all but the miracles ;”” 
who, not being able to refuſe their 
teſtimony to the ſuperior moral char- 
acter of the Founder of our religion, 
and to the leſſons of the pureſt virtue 
delivered by him, < profeſs, as our 
author fpeaks, to believe the hiſtory of 
our Lord's diſcourſes, but TINS that 
of his miracles.” 

It is indeed this impregnable fort of 
the goſpel, the miraculous interpoſition 
of the Divine Being in its favour, 
which is the mark at which modern 
unbelievers aim, and bend all their 
forces to undermine it ; but in vain. 
A2 Their 
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Their objections to the credibility of 
ſuch divine interpoſitions, from the 
fondneſs. of mankind for the marvel- 
lous, and their liableneſs to be impoſed 
on ; their arguing, with little mod- 
elty, againſt the all-wiſe and benevo- 
lent Creator, making uſe of ſuch a 
precarious, and doubtful proof of his 
will and deſigns ; and maintaining, 
that the laws of nature, which are his 
laws, being convincing, clear, and im- 
mutable, are ſufficient indications of 
his will, and make all other revelation 
of it unneceſſary : theſe and many 
ſimilar objections, too often proceeding 
from an extreme ſcepticiſm, or the im- 
aginations of a preſumptuous philoſo- 
phy, which tends to exclude the Deity 
from the world he has made, all vaniſh 
away before the plain common ſenſe 
and reaſon of men; which, although 

frequently 
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frequently deceived, has led them to 
diſcern, and give credit to extraordi- 
nary and miraculous facts, as to the 
moſt ordinary ones in their daily tranſ- 
actions; when properly atteſted, when 
the evidence for them has been ſuffi- 
cient, and not loaded with any natural 
impoſſibilities and contradictions. But 
let me not detain you any longer from 
the pleaſure and profit of inſpecting 
this valuable little tract yourſelf. 
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From the London MownTaLy. Review 
for Mar, 1796. 


LE CLERC, in his life of Eraſmus, 
ſpeaking of his Enchiridion Militis 
Chriſtiani, recommends it to all mili- 
tary men as a Manual, which would 
teach them to unite the character of 
the Chriſtian with that of the ſoldier. 
This ſmall Tract may, in like manner, 
be recommended to young perſons, as 
a Manual well adapted to defend them 
againſt the aſſaults of -infidelity, by 
furniſhing them, within a ſmall com- 
paſs, with the leading arguments for 
the Chriſtian faith. The matter is 
well arranged, and neatly. expreſſed; 
and the evidence is as fat isfactorily 
ſtated as can be expected in general 
terms, without Particular references 
and authorities.“ 
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An ANs w ER to the QUESTION, 


Why are you a Chriſtian ? 


INTRODUCTION. 


Nor becauſe I was born in a 
Chriſtian country, and educated in 
Chriſtian principles ;—not becauſe I 
lind the illuſtrious Bacon, BovLR, 
2 Locke, CLARkx, and Nxwrox, among 
the profeſſors and defenders of Chriſ- 
tianity nor merely becauſe the ſyſ- 
tem itſelf is ſo admirably calculated to 
7 mend and exalt human nature : but 


becauſe the evidence, accompanying 
the 


12 INTRODUCTION. 


the goſpel, has convinced me of its 


truth. The ſecondary cauſes, afligned 
by unbelievers, do not, in my judg- 
ment, account for the riſe, progrels, 
and early triumphs of the Chriſtian 
religion. Upon the principles of ſcep- 
ticiſm, I perceive an effect without a 
cauſe. To my own reaſon, I therefore 
ſtand acquitted, though I continue to 
believe and profeſs the religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Arguing from effects to cauſes, 
I think, I have philoſophy on my. fide ; 
and reduced to. a choice of difficulties, 
I encounter not ſo many, in admitting 
the miracles aſcribed to the Saviour, 
as in the arbitrary ſuppoſitions and 
conjectures of his enemies. 
That there once exiſted ſuch a perſon 
as JESUS CHRIST ; that he appear- 
ed in Judea in the reign of Tiberius; 
that he taught a ſyſtem of morals, ſupe- 
riour 
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riour to any inculcated in the Jewiſh 
{chools ; that he was crucified at Jeru- 
ſalem; and that Pontius Pilate-was the 
Roman governour, by whoſe ſentence 
he was condemned and executed, are 
facts which no one can reaſonably call 
in queſtion. The moſt inveterate deiſts 
admit them without difficulty. And 
indeed, to diſpute theſe facts would be 
giving the lie to all hiſtory. As well 
might we deny the exiſtence of Cicero, 
as that of a perſon by the name' of Je- 
fus Chriſt ; and with equal propriety 
might we call in queſtion the orations 
of the former, as the-diſcourſes of the 
latter. We are morally certain,” that 
the one entertained the Romans with 
his eloquence ; and that the other en- 
lightened the Jews with his wiſdom, 
But it is unneceſſary to labour theſe 


n becauſe they are generally con- 


B ceded, 
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ceded. They who aſſect to deſpiſe the 
Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, profeſs to 
reverence Tacitus, Suetonius, and Pli- 
ny. And theſe eminent Romans bear 
teſtimony to ſeveral particulars, which 
relate to the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, 
his influence as the founder of a ſect, 
and his crucifixion. From a deference 
to haman authority, all therefore, ac- 
knowledge, that the Chriſtian religion 
derived its name from Jeſus Chriſt. 
And many are ſo juſt to his merits, as 
to admit, that he taught better than 
Confucius ;5 and practiſed better than 
Socrates or Plato. 

But, I confeſs, my creed embraces 
many more articles. I believe, that 
Jeſus Chriſt was not merely a teacher 
of virtue, but that he had a ſpecial 
commiſſion to teach. I believe, that 
his doctrines are not the work of hu- 

| man 
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man reafon, but divine communica- 
tions to mankind. I believe, that he 
was authorized by God to proclaim 
forgiveneſs to the penitent; and to 
reveal a ſtate of immortal glory and 
dleſſodneſs to thoſe who fear God, and 
work righteouſneſs. I believe, in 
tort, the whole evangelick hiflory, 
and by conſequence, the divine original 
of Chriſtianity, and the ſacred author- 
ity of the goſpel. Others may reject 
theſe things as the fictions of human 
art or policy : but I aſſent to them 
from a full eonviction of their truth. 
The grounds of this conviction, I ſhall 
aſſign in the courſe of this work; and 
I ſhall undertake to ſhow, why the ob- 
jections of infidelity, though they have 
often ſhocked my feelings, have never 

yet ſhaken my faith. | 
To come then to the Queſtion : 
Wav 
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WIV ARE vou 4 CHRISTIAN ? I an- 
ſwer, becauſe the Chriſtian religion 
carries with it internal marks of its 
truth; becauſe not only without the 
aid, but in oppoſition to the civil au- 
thority, in oppoſition to. the wit, the 
argument, and violence of its enemies, 
it made its way, and. gained an eſtab- 
liſhment in the world; . becauſe it ex- 
hibits the accompliſhment of ſome pro- 
phecies, and preſents others which have 
been ſince fulfilled; and becauſe its 
author diſplayed an example, and per- 
formed works which beſpeak, not mere- 
ly a ſuperiour, but a divine character. 
Upon theſe ſeveral facts, I ground my 
belief as a Chriſtian ; and, till the evi- 
dence on which they reſt can be inval- 
idated by counter evidence, I muſt re- 
tain my principles and my profeſſion. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER I. 


THE INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF 
CHRISTIANITY. | 


a 


FRS T— I am a Chriſtian,” becauſe 
the intrinſick excellency of Chriſtianity 
points it out as a ſyſtem worthy of my 
belief; becauſe the laws which it pre- 
ſcribes, the ſpirit which it breathes, 
and the diſcoveries which it makes, are 
ſo admirably ſuited to the conſtitution 
and circumſtances of man, that I can- 
not reject it. The preceptive part of 
Chriſtianity has been very generally 
approved. And how is it poſſible, that 
any one ſhould ſeriouſly object to laws, 
which tend to correct the errours, and 
reform the vices of human nature; 
and to exalt the character of man to 
the higheſt ſtage of moral perfection? 

B 2 It 
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If Chriſtianity preſcribed the auſterities 
of the monk, the ſolitude of the her- 
mit, or the wanderings of the pilgrim; 
if it even gave countenance to ſuch 
extravagancies, or allowed them the 
loweſt degree of merit, I ſhould eſteem 
it a formidable objection to the ſyſtem. 
But nothing of this deſcription can be 
found in the writings of the Evangel- 
iſts or Apoſtles. Thoſe writings pour 
contempt upon all ſuperſtitious prac- 
tices ; and lead us to aſcribe no value 
to any works, but thoſe of true piety 
and virtue. They teach us to worſhip: 
God in ſpirit and in truth ; to love 
him ſupremely ; to be grateful for his. 
favours, and reſigned to his diſpenſa- 
tions; to truſt in his mercy, and re- 
joice in his government. They teach 
us to diſmiſs all anxious cares and ap- 
prehenſions; and having employed the 


means, 
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means, which infinite wiſdom has ap- 
pointed, to leave the event with infin- 
ite goodneſs. They teach us to love 
our neighbour as ourſelves; to for- 
give him when he has injured us; to 
bear with his infirmities, and to excuſe 
his follies; to weep with him in his 
diſtreſſes; when he is in want, to afford 
him our aſſiſtance; and to do to him, 
as we ſhould think it fit and reaſon- 
able, that he ſhould do to us. They 
teach us to love even our enemies, ſo 
far at leaſt, as to abſtain from revenge ; 
and to render them offices of kindneſs,” 
when their circumſtances call for com- 
miſeration. They teach us to govern 
our appetites and paſſions, to be chaſte, 
humble, temperate, pure, and as much 
as poſlible, to be hke our Father in 
Heaven, whoſe character is an aſſem- 
Wy of every natural and moral per- 
fection. 
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fection. They teach children to rever-- 
_ ence and obey their parents; and pa- 

rents to love, inſtruc, and provide for 
their children. They teach the huſ- 
band conjugal fidelity and affection; 
and the wife, the peculiar duties of her 
ſtation, and the amiable virtues which 
adorn the ſex ; and bleſs the marriage 
union. They teach maſters lenity, and 
ſervants faithfulneſs... They teach rul- 
ers to exerciſe their authority for the 
publick good; and perſons in private 
life not to withhold honour and ſub- 
miſſion from thoſe, under whoſe wiſe 
and juſt adminiſtration they lead quiet 
and peaceable lives. In a word, the af- 
fluent and the poor, the proſperous and 
the afflicted, the aged and the young, 
may all ſind their duty in the ſacred 
books. And the duties, there enjoined, 
are ſuch as the enlightened reaſon of 
every man muſt approve. Theſe 
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Theſe ſublime leſſons of morality are 
found in various parts of the New Tef- 
tament. They enrich the divine ſer- 
mon on the mount. They are con- 
tained in the excellent parables deliver · 
ed by Jeſus Chriſt. I alſo find them 
in the diſcourſes of - the Apoſtles, and 
in their paſtoral letters. I may fay, 
wherever I open the Chriſtian volume, 
I find ſome direction, which, if pro- 
perly obſerved, would render me a 
good neighbour, a good member of ſo- 
eiety, a good friend, and a good man 
E it then poſſible for me to doubt the 
divine original of a ſyſtem, which fur- 
niſhes ſuch rules; and mne ſo 
glorious an object? 

If the prohibitions of Jeſus Chriſt 
were univerſally regarded, and his laws 
obeyed, what bleſſings would pour in 
on ſociety ? There would be no' wars 

| | among 
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among the nations of the earth. There 
would be no oppreſſion. There would 
be neither tyrants nor ſlaves. Every 
ruler would be juſt ; every citizen 
would be honeſt ; every parent would 


be faithful to his charge; every child 


would be dutiful ; the pureſt aſſection 
would recommend domeſtick life; and 
neighbours would be mutual bleſſings. 


Under the dominion of Chriftianity, 


envy, pride, and jealoufy, would give 
way to the moſt enlarged benevolence.. 
Human nature would recover its digs 
nity ; and every man would reap the 
prefent reward of his own virtues. 
From theſe facts, others may draw 
their own concluſions : my inference. 
is, that Chriſtianity is true. I do not 
believe, that ſuch a ſyſtem of morals 
can be the work of human wiſdom. 
That theſe laws originated with God; 
7041 and 
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and that Jeſus Chriſt was commiſſioned 
to promulgate them, appears to me a 
much more rational ſuppoſition. The 
more I inſpe& them, the leſs am I in- 
clined to compliment human ingenuity 
with ſo glorious a production. I 
then, I continue to believe, in this age 
of refinement and free inquiry, it is 
becauſe I am unable to reſiſt the evi 
dence ariſing from the tranſcendent ex- 
cellency of the Chriſtian precepts. 1 
think it infinitely more probable, that 
they ſhould be a communication from 
God, than that philoſophy ſhould juſtly 
claim the honour of the invention. 

The doctrines of the Chriſtian xelig- 
ion furniſh an additional argument in 
its favour. They are ſuch as appear 
worthy of God, and anſwerable to the 
natural expectations of men. The per- 
fections of the Deity, his agency in the 


creation 
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creation and goyernment of the world, 
the conditions of his approbation, the 
conſequences, and a future ftate of ex- 
iſtence, are points, reſpecting which 
every reaſonable being would wiſh for 
information. And it is a fact, that the 
New Teſtament throws divine hght on 
all theſe articles. It informs us that 
there is One God ; that he is infinitely 
holy, wiſe, benevolent; and juſt ; that 
he is ſelf-exiſtent and independent; 
that his power is irreſiſtible, and his 
preſence univerſal ; that he made and 
upholds all worlds ; that he created 
the human ſpecies, and every inferiour 
being ; that he is moreover, their pre- 
ſerver and benefactor; that he exer- 
ciſes a moral government over man; 
that he requires obedicnce to his laws, 
and conſequently, reſents their infrac- 
tion; that forgiveneſs is poſſible, and 
repentance 
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repentance and reformation the condi- 
tions ; that death is not utter deſtruc- 
tion ; that all who die, will live again ; 
that all who are raiſed, will be judged ; 
and that there is a future ſtate, in 
which vice will be puniſhed according 
to its malignity ; and in which virtue 
will ſhine with unfading luſtre, and 
receive an everlaſting reward. Theſe 
are not uſeleſs ſpeculations, but doc- 
trines of infinite moment. They in- 
tereſt as well the heart, as the under- 
derſtanding ; and their influence ex- 
tends both to our actions, and our en- 
joyments. 


It would be eaſy to produce the va- 
rious paſſages, in which theſe points are 
maintained: but it is unneceflary ; as 
every one will allow them to be doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity. Whether the 
ſyſtem be true or not, it certainly con- 

C tains 


On —— 


COIs —ͤ—„—ö 
- 


* - * 4 < — 
po IC" 3 — — „ — — CO Pe ny yy 5 — 


26 INTERNAL EVIDENCE, 


tains theſe articles. I would now put 


the queſtion to every ſober Theiſt, 
whether I muſt renounce either my 
underſtanding or my creed? Is there 
any thing incredible in this repreſenta- 
tion of God and man, of the demands 
of the one, and the deſtination of the 
other ? Muft I offer an affront to my 
reaſon, if I believe in one God; exer- 
ciſing the authority and poſſeſſed of 
all the glorious attributes, aſcribed to 
him in the Chriſtian writings? Does 
my underſtanding revolt from the evan- 
gelical account of his providence and 
moral government? That I ſhould 
make it my ſtudy to obey him ; when 
guilty of diſobedience, that I ſhould re- 
pent and reform ; and that, as I be- 


have, ſo I may expect to be treated; 


is there any thing irrational in theſe 
doctrines ? We read of a mediator, 
and 
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and a rich variety of bleſſings diſpenſed 
through him; and is not this agree- 
able to the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of 
things in the world? Do not temporal 
mercies often flow to us through the 
mediation of others? May not many 
inſtances be produced, in which the 
political redemption of a nation has 
been accompliſhed by the labours; or 
purchaſed by the blood of ſome virtu- 
ous patriot? Is common ſenſe inſulted 
by the doctrine of a reſurrection? This 
has been aſſerted; but with what rea- 
ſon, I never could conceive. When I 
examine the power and wiſdom of 
God, they do not appear incompetent 
to ſuch an effect. When I conſider the 
divine goodneſs, I ſee nothing in the 
reſurrection of man irreconcileable 
with that perfection. When I reflect, 
that God formed the human body, and 


inſpired 
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inſpired the breath of life, I can eafily 
believe, that he is able to raiſe us up at 
the laſt day. Before I can reject the 
reſurrection of mankind, it muſt there- 
fore be demonſtrated, that the terms 
imply a contradiction. 

As to a future ſtate of retribution, I 
would aſk, what preſumption there is 
againſt it? We find, that we have al- 
ready experienced great changes.— 
Since our firſt introduction to this 
world, our active and intellectual pow- 
ers have gained ſtrength as we have 
advanced towards maturity : and why 
may we not hereafter poſleſs them in 
higher perfection ? Why may we not 
move, not merely in a new, but in 
a nobler ſphere ? As a moral gov- 
ernment is evidently begun in this 
ſtate, why may it not be completed in 
another? In theſe expectations, I think 

we 


1 
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we are ſupported by the analogy of na- 
ture. As we have already exiſted in 
different ſtates, new ſcenes may be in 
reſerve for us ; and new capacities of 
action, enjoyment, and ſuffering may 
await us beyond the grave. 
Combining the doctrines and pre- 
cepts of Chriſtianity, I am led then, to 
infer from them the truth of the ſyſ- 
tem. Becauſe the former are ſo im- 
portant, and the latter ſo beneficial ; 
becauſe the doctrines of Chriſt tend to 
make us ſo wiſe, and his laws ſo. good, 
I am, in a manner, compelled to re- 
ceive them as divine. Such 1s their 
ſupreme excellence, that I muſt aſcend 
to Heaven for an adequate cauſe. I 
aſſent, therefore, moſt unfeignedly to 
thoſe words of our Saviour, © my doc- 
trine is not mine, but his who ſent 


me.” I do alſo aflert, that, if there 
C 2 were 
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were not other evidence that our re- 
ligion 1s from God, it would ſtill be 
more reaſonable to admit its claims 
to a divine original, than to reject 
them. 


© 
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CHAPTER IL 


EVIDENCE ARISING FROM THE EARLY 
TRIUMPHS OF CHRISTIANITY, 


My faith, however, as a Chriſtian, 
does not reſt on this ſingle foundation : 


have other reaſons for believing the 


goſpel. The early triumphs of Chriſ- 
tianity furniſh a sgcON D, and, in my 
view, a moſt weighty argument in 
ſupport of my religion ; and my con- 
viction of its truth gains ſtrength ev- 
ery time I examine its introduction, 
progreſs and eſtabliſiment in the world. 

Recurring 
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Recurring to the period of its infancy, 
I find, that it made its way not only 
without the aid, but in oppoſition to 
the civil authority. I obſerve, that it 
roſe ſuperiour to the wit, the argu- 
ment, and the violence of its enemies. 
] perceive, that it baffled the arts of 
the Jewiſh prieſts and rulers ; and 
ſupported itſelf againſt the rage of the 
multitude. When Heathens became 
its enemies and perſecutors, I find their 
oppoſition as ineffectual as that of the 
Jews. Though it was the contempt 
and deriſion of the more leading char- 
acters in ſociety, yet I take notice that 
it gained a wonderful aſcendency over 
the human mind; and at length be- 
came the religion of the Roman world. 
Theſe are facts: and how am I to ac- 
count for them, if Chriſtianity be a 


mere fable ? 
I can 
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I can eaſily believe, that an impoſ- 
ture may ſucceed, if it have the pub- 
lick prejudices, the learning, wealth, 
and influence of the country, or the 
ſword of the magiſtrate on its ſide, I 
never wondered, that the attempts of 
Mahomet to eſtabliſh his religion were 
crowned with ſucceſs. When I peruſe 
the Koran, and examine the materials 
of which it is compoſed; — hen I ob- 
ſerve how much the work is indebted 
to the Jewiſh and Chriſtian revela- 
tions ;—when I ſurvey the particular 
part, which Mahomet, or his agents, 
ſupplied ;—when I ſee, with how much 
art the whole is accommodated to the 
opinions and habits of Jews, Chriſtians. 
and Pagans ;—when I conſider what in- 
dulgencies it. grants, and what future 
ſcenes it unfolds ;—when I advert to 
the peculiar circumſtances of the times, 

when 
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when its author formed the vaſt deſign 
of aſſuming the royal and prophetick 
character; — and more than all, when 
I contemplate the reformer at the head 
of a conquering army, the Koran in 
one hand, and in the other, a fword,— 
I cannot be ſurpriſed at the civil and 
religious revolution, which has immor- 
talized his name. With his advanta- 
ges, how could he fail of ſucceſs ? 
Every thing favoured the enterpriſe. 
The nations beheld a military apoſtle ; 
and they, who were unconvinced by 
his arguments, trembled at his ſword. 

But did Jeſus Chriſt have recourſe 
to ſuch meaſures in order to eſtabliſh 
his religion? Was he a general, or his 
apoſtles ſoldiers ? In proof of his divine 
miſſion, did he affront the reaſon of 
mankind, by appealing to the ſword ? 
Did the learning of the age come to 

| his 
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his aſſiſtance ? Did genius and elo- 
quence plead his cauſe ? Were the 
principles of his religion ſuch as would 
eaſily captivate perſons of ſigure and 
faſhion? Would wealth be partial to 
them ? It is granted, that the laws of 
Chriſtianity. are perfectly accommodat- 
ed to the reaſonable, and moral nature. 
of man; but did the habits of the age, 
in which they were promulgated, pre- 


diſpoſe the publick mind to receive 
thoſe laws? Were the doctrines of the 


goſpel conſonant to prevailing and 
popular opinions? There is not a man, 
who has examined the life, the actions, 
and the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
will anſwer one of theſe queries in the 
affirmative. 


In the whole compaſs of — not 
any fact is better eſtabliſhed than the 


pacific character of our great Maſter, 
and 
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and the inoffenſive meaſures by which 
he proſecuted his cauſe. He proclaim- 
ed the truths, and inculcated the du- 
ties of his religion; but he uſed no 
violence to make men believe the one, 
or practiſe the other. He addreſſed 
himſelf to the reaſon of mankind; and 
then left them to make up their own 
judgment. At length he ſuffered; 
and his cauſe devolved upon certain 
perſons who had attended upon his 
miniſtry, and been witneſles of his ac- 
tions. Theſe perſons, called apoſtles, 
went forth into the world ; and taught 
the ſame truths which they had learn- 
ed from their maſter, and which he 
had ſealed with his blood. In imita- 
tion of their great pattern, they like- 
wiſe applied, not to the paſſions, but 
to the reaſon of the age. With the 
Jews, they argued on their own prin- 

ciples ; 
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ciples ; and for the conviction of Gen- 
tiles, they appealed to facts. Not one 


of their enemies ever pretended, that 


more formidable. weapons were em- 
ployed by the apoſtles in the Chriſtian 
cauſe. How then ſhall we account for 
their ſucceſs ? What induced ſeveral 
thouſands of the Jewiſh nation to em- 
brace Chriſtianity ? Why did ſuch 
multitudes of the Gentile world for- 
ſake their ſuperſtitions ; and receive 


the religion of the goſpel ? 


Was Chriſtianity a popular ſyſtem ? 
None could be leſs ſo. Did it open the 
way to a ſeat in the Sanhedrim, to the 
honours of the prieſthood, or to an of- 
fice under the Roman government? 
I never heard the inſinuation. Was it 
an introduction to wealth or power ? 


It was the very reverſe. Did it flatter 
any of the ruling paſſions of the human 


heart 
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heart, or permit their gratification ? 
Every one, who has examined it, knows 
the contrary. If then, as the terms are 
generally underſtood, it was neither 
honourable, profitable, nor popular ;— 
if it was the derifion of philoſophy, 
and the contempt of learning ;—if the 
wit of the age was exerted againſt it; 
if the prieſthood hated, and the 
magiſtrate perſecuted it, to what cauſe 
am I to aſcribe the prevalence of Chriſ- 
tianity ? Under all theſe diſadvantages, 
what enabled it to keep its ground ? 
Upon one principle only can I account 
for this fact to my own ſatisfaction, 
and that is, the truth of the ſyſtem, 
and the patronage of Heaven. I can 
believe, that truth may triumph over 
the moſt formidable oppoſition; and 
that God is able to defend his own 
cauſe. | 

D For 
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For every phenomenon in nature, 
there muſt be a ſufficient reaſon. This 
is a doctrine of philoſophy ; and not 
only ſo, but a dictate of common ſenſe. 
Taking this principle for granted, I 
therefore, endeavour to account for 
the exiſtence of Chriſtianity. 1 find, 
that the religion of Jeſus is not co- 
eval with many events preſerved in 
hiſtory. By means of various records, 
which have eſcaped the ravages of 
time, I perceive, that leſs than eighteen 
centuries will carry me back to the 
age, in which this religion was firſt 
propoſed to the world. By the con- 
feſſion of its enemies, it derived no 
ſupport from the family connexions, 
outward circumſtances, or fate of its 
author. 8o far from it, all theſe things 
operated againſt it. Jeſus Chriſt, tho 
a very excellent, was, in the eſtimation 


of 
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of the world, a very obſcure perſon. 


His family, though once exalted, had 
fallen into decay; and his fate was as 
infamous as it was unmerited. His 
whom he left his cauſe; were generally 
as obſcure as their maſter. They had 
not wealth, to give them importance. 
They were not men in power: nor 
were their natural abilities, or literary 
attainments ſo great, as to give them 
a decided ſuperiority over their ene- 
mies. It is certain therefore, that 
Chriſtianity did not owe its ſucceſs to 
any thing dazzling in the perſonal ac- 

compliſhments or circumſtances of its 
firſt preachers. 
Where then ſhall I look for the 
cauſe ? The religion of Chriſt did pre- 
vail ; though to perſons of figure and 
influence, its author was an object of 
contempt ; 
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contempt ; and though his fate was 
that of the vileſt malefactor. It did. 
make its way; though its miniſters 
were the fartheſt poſſible from that 
deſcription of men, who take the lead 
in ſociety; whoſe opinions it is the 
pride of others to adopt; and whoſe 
example it is their ambition to follow. 
It did ſucceed; though it bore an uni- 
form teſtimony againſt all the impiety 
and immorality practiſed in the world. 
Without flattering one diſorderly paſ- 
fon of the human heart, without ac- 
commodating itſelf to one corrupt 
habit, it triumphed over the prejudices 
of multitudes, Whilſt its profeſſion 
was attended with every temporal diſ- 
couragement, not only the provinces, 
but the very city of Rome abounded 
with Chriſtians | I aſk the queſtion 
once more, if Chriſtianity be a fable, 

how 
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how am I to account for this revolu- 

tion ? | 
I well know the ſolution which mod- 
ern ingenuity has propoſed. Gibbon's 
ſecondary cauſes I have repeatedly ex- 
amined, I would hope, with impartial- 
ity ; I certainly have done it with atten- 
tion: but they never gave me ſatisfac- 
tion ; and for a reaſon, which the great 
Sir Iſaac Newton ſhall aſſign. He ſays, 
that a cauſe muſt be known to exilt ; 
and that it muſt be adequate to an ef- 
fect, before it can be admitted into 
ſound philoſophy ; and before ſuch ef- 
fect can, with propriety, be referred to 
it. Now the cauſcs, aſſigned by thoſe 
who reject the Chriſtian religion, ap- 
pear to want both theſe conditions. 
We have no proof that many of them 
ever exiſted ; and united, they ſeem 
utterly inadequate to explain the vari- 
D 2 ous 
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ous appearances, and account for the 
phenomena, to which they have been 
applied. I am therefore, a Chriſtian, 
becauſe the early conqueſts of Chriſ- 
tianity will not ſuffer me to reject it as 
a fable. 


CHAPTER III. 


EVIDENCE ARISING FROM THE COM» 
PLETION OF PROPHECY. 


Troven concluſive, theſe, however, 
are not the only arguments, which give 
authority to the goſpel. The com- 
pletion of prophecy furniſhes a THIRD 
reaſon for that reverence which I feel 
for Chriſtianity ; and for my aſſent to 
it as a divine religion. In peruſing 
the Jewiſh and Chriſtian writings, I 
find ſeveral predictions. Some of theſe 

preceded 
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preceded the Saviour; and others were 


uttered by him. Some were accom- 
pliſhed in him ; and others, in events 
which took place after his appearing. 
Examples of each I ſhall firſt exhibit ; 
and then ſhow, why they determine 
me to be a Chriſtian. 

It was predicted, that the Meſſiah 
fhould come, © before the ſceptre de- 
parted from Judah: and does not 
hiſtory confirm this prediction? Did 
not Jeſus Chriſt appear and ſuffer, be- 
fore the Jewiſh government was ſub- 
verted by the Romans? It was predict- 
ed, that “he ſhould come whilſt the 
fecond temple was ſtanding ;* and that 
the houſe ſhould derive glory from the 
occaſional viſits of ſo great a character: 
and was not this prophecy fulfilled ? 
It was predicted, that he ſhould come 
« in four hundred and ninety years” 

from 
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and then ſhow, why they determine 
me to be a Chriſtian. 

It was predicted, that the Meſſiah 
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parted from Judah: and does not 
hiſtory confirm this prediction? Did 
not Jeſus Chriſt appear and ſuffer, be- 
fore the Jewiſh government was ſub- 
verted by the Romans? It was predict- 
ed, that “he ſhould come whilſt the 
ſecond temple was ſtanding ;* and that 
the houſe ſhould derive glory from the 
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It was predicted, that he ſhould come 
« in four hundred and ninety years” 

from 
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from the time in which the city of the 
Jews ſhould recover from the diſgrace, 
under which it had lain during the 
captivity ; that he ſhould © be cut off;” 
and that © Jeruſalem and the temple 
ſhould be afterwards made deſolate.” 
Did not theſe things happen in the or- 
der, and at the period here deſcribed * 
It was predicted, that in the age of the 
Meſſiah, many aſtoniſhing works ſhould 
be performed : and were not ſuch 
works performed by Jeſus Chriſt ? At 
leaſt, is it not an article in his hiſtory, 
that through his benevolent interpo- 
ſition, and in conſequence of his ſuper- 
natural powers, the blind received their 
ſight, the lame walked, the deaf heard, 
the dumb ſpake, the fick recovered, 
and the dead revived ? Finally, it was 
predicted, that he ſhould enter the 
holy city in triumph 3? that his ene- 

| mies 
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mies ſhould there conſpire againſt him; 
that © he ſhould. be ſold for thirty 
pieces of ſilver ;” that he ſhould be 
ſcourged,” and treated with every ſpe- 
cies of contempt ; that his. perſecutors: 
mould . ſpit upon him ;” that they 
ſhould “ pierce his hands and feet; 
that the ſpectators of his crucifixion: 
ſhould mock him; that © the ſoldiers: 
ſhould draw lots for his garment ;” 
that he ſhould be numbered with tranſ- 
greflors ; that © gall and vinegar?” 
ſhould be preſented: to him, when im: 
his laſt agonies ; and that he ſhould: 
“make his grave with the rich” : and: 
in the hiſtory of Chriſt, have we not 
the completion of theſe prophecies ?—. 
Comparing the predictions. and the- 
events, can we deny, that the latter 
are a perfect counterpart to the former? 
The perſon, whoſe fate was thus 
particularly 
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particularly foretold, was himſelf alſo a 
prophet. On various occaſions, he de- 
clared to his followers, that he ſhould: 
ſuffer a violent death. He predicted: 


that his own: countrymen would con- 
demn him; and the Gentiles execute 
the ſentence. He foretold the cow- 
ardice of Peter, the treachery of Judas, 
the terrour and flight of all his diſci- 
ples when he ſhould be arreſted, his 
reſurrection from the grave, the effu- 
ſion of the Holy Spirit, the deſtruction, 
of Jeruſalem and the temple, with all 
the horrours attending it, the diſper- 
ſion. of the Jews, the perſecutions of 
his- followers, and the ſucceſs of the 
goſpel, notwithſtanding the oppoſition, 
which would be made by its enemies : 
and, according to the records of that 
age, did not all theſe things come to 
' paſs? Have we not the higheſt evi- 
dence 
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Hence, which hiſtory can afford, that 
Jeſus Chriſt both ſuffered, and tri- 
umphed in the manner, which he had 
before deſcribed ? Were not his diſci- 
ples hated of all men? Were not the 
moſt wanton cruelties exerciſed upon 
them ? Did not the time come, when 
their extermination from the carth 
was contemplated as a facrifice, which 
the honour of God, the intereſts of 
truth, and the good of ſociety requir- 
ed? Was not Jeruſalem deſtroyed 
by the Romans ? As to the temple, 
did the reſentment of the conquering 
army leave one ſtone of that magniſi- 
cent building on another? Before their 
reduction, were not the ſufferings of 
the Jews ſuch as no other people had 
ever experienced? After that event, 
were they not diſperſed among all na- 
tions? Does not their diſperſion {till 

continue ; 
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continue ; and are they not, at this 
very moment, a ſtanding proof of his 
veracity, who predicted their ruin ? 
When I compare the denunciations of 
Jefus Chriſt with the fate of the Jews, 
I am unable to account for their con- 
formity, if I reje& his divine inſpira- 
tion ? The hiſtory of Joſephus, who 
beheld the ruin of his country, comes 
in aid of the evangeliſts ; and I feel 
the ſame confidence, that Chriſt fore- 
told, as the hiſtorian related, this ter- 
rible event. | 
After a cool and is examina- 
tion of theſe facts, can it be ſtrange 
that I ſhould profeſs myſelf a Chriſ- 
tian? How can I reſiſt the evidence 
ariſing from the completion of prophe- 
cy ? I find many predictions accom- 
pliſhed in Jeſus Chriſt ; and many, 
which were uttered by him, I find in- 
conteſtably 
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conteſtably verified by ſucceeding e- 
vents. Will it ſatisfy my reaſon, to 
inſinuate that this may be the work of 
chance? Will it be ſufficient to ſay, 
that the author of our religion, and 
certain perſons, who affumed the name 
of prophets, happened to gueſs right ? 
To thoſe, who have any acquaintance 
with the doctrine of chances, this inſin- 
vation will appear both impertinent 
and abſurd. That there could not have 
been ſuch a ſeries of fortunate gueſſes, 
is a point capable of arithmetical de- 
monſtration. 

The man, who can perſuade himſelf 
to admit this ſuppoſition, muſt, with a 
very ill grace, object to the miracles, 
wonders, and ſigns, aſcribed to Jeſus 
Chriſt. He, of all perſons, ought to 
be the laſt to charge others with cre- 


dulity. As to myſelf, I cannot believe 
E that, 
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that, ſome hundreds of years before 
the Saviour appeared, the peculiar cir- 


cumſtances of his life and death were 
gueſſed by ſome impoſing diviner. I 


cannot be reconciled to the ſuppoſition, 


that one, by mere accident, gueſſed 
that he would enter Jeruſalem riding 
on an aſs, and be there ſold for thirty 
pieces of ſilver; another, that his ene- 
mies would pierce his hands and his 
feet, would mock his agonies, and caſt 
lots for his garment; a third, that he 
would be numbered with tranſgreſſors, 
and be laid in the tomb of a rich man. 
Such a wonderful reſemblance of mere 
conjecture and fact would exceed any 
prodigy recorded in the ſacred volume. 

The ſame obſervation will apply 
to the predictions of Jeſus Chriſt; 
whether they relate to his own ſuffer- | 
ings, or thoſe of his devoted country. 
It 
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It is impoſſible that he ſhould have de- 
ſcribed them with ſo much preciſion, 


unleſs his mind had been divinely illu- 


minated. The ſucceſs of modern con- 
jectures is well known : and if Jeſus 
Chriſt de degraded to the rank of thoſe, 
| who have been moſt expert at gueſſing, 
I muſt ſay, their talents will admit of 
no 'comparifon with his. The art, if 
it was only an art, makes no figure at 
the preſent age. I muſt therefore con- 
clude, that real predictions were utter- 
ed and accompliſhed ; and I maſt draw 
from them the inferenee, that the fyf. 
tem is divine, in ſupport of which they 
have been urged. I have no other al. 


ternative, than either to admit this 


concluſion, or the moſt extravagant 
fuppoſitions that ever diſgraced the hu- 
man mind. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER. IV. 


EVIDENCE ARISING FROM THE CHAR- 
ACTER AND MIRACLES OF CHRIST, 


I Have a FOURTH reaſon for my 
belief and principles as a Chriſtian : 
and that is, that the author of my re- 
ligion difplayed an example, and per- 
formed works, which proclaim, not 
merely a ſuperiour, but a divine char- 
ater. Human language cannot do 
juſtice to the temper and morals of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, The excellency of the one, 
and the purity of the other, render him 
an object worthy of our higheſt admi- 
ration. In how wonderffl a manner, 
did he exemplify his own moral leſ- 
ſons? How divinely did he ſupport 
his character, as the friend of man- 


kind ? With what exquilite tenderneſs 
did 
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did he conduct towards the miſerable ? 
What patience did he diſplay, under 
every ſpecies of provocation ? How con- 
deſcending was he to the weak, how 
humble, how juſt, how ready to forgive 
his enemies, how benevolent to all ? 
What a ſublime devotion poſſeſſed his 
heart ? In ſcenes of the deepeſt dif- 
treſs, how perfect was his refigna- 
tion? How amiably did he converſe ? 
How unblamably did he live? How 
nobly did he die? Can I reconcile 
the appearance of ſuch virtue with 
the mean and intereſted views of an 
ambitious impoſtor ? Is it credible, that 
ſuch pure ſtreams ſhould proceed from 
2 corrupt fountain ? 


Many, who reje& the claims, and 
deny the miracles of Jeſus Chriſt, ad- 
mit the moral excellency of his char- 
acter. A greater inconſiſtency cannot 

E 2 be 
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the appearance of ſuch virtue with 
the mean and. intereſted views of an 
ambitious impoſtor ? Is it credible, that 
fuch pure ſtreams ſhould proceed from 
2 corrupt fountain: 

Many, who reject the claims, and 
deny the miracles of Jeſus Chriſt, ad- 
mit the moral excellency of his char- 
acter. A greater inconſiſtency cannot 
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be conceived ! What, is it no offence 
againſt the laws of morality to appeal 
to works never performed ; and to 
pretend to the exerciſe of powers, 
which never exiſted ? Are deliberate 
falſchood, impoſition, and hypocriſy, 
to be eraſed from the catalogue of 
crimes ? Is impiety no ſtain ? To die 
with an obſtinate and inflexible adher- 
ence to falſe pretenſions, is there noth- 
ing immoral in ſuch behaviour? I con- 
feſs, I have very different views of 
right and wrong ; and I feel a ſtrong 
conviction, that falſehood and deceit, 
for whatever purpoſe they may be em- 
ployed, and to whatever end they may 
be directed, are to the laſt degree crim- 
inal and diſgraceful. 

Yet, this accuſation muſt be brought 
againſt Jeſus Chriſt, if he did no mira- 
cles, and was only a ſelf-commiſtioned 
_ reformer, 
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reformer. He certainly did profeſs to 
work miracles; and he did appeal to 
them as divine atteſtations to his ſacred 
character. If he inſiſted that he was 
ſent of God to enlighten and ſave man- 
kind, he was careful to add, The 
works which I do, they bear witneſs 
of me.” I muſt, therefore, deny that 
he was that excellent perſon, which 
ſome modern unbelievers profeſs to eſ- 
teem him; or, I muſt admit the real- 
ity of thoſe miracles, to which he fo 
often, and with ſo much ſolemnity, ap- 
pealed. There is no other alternative. 
It cannot be, that he was a ſplendid 
pattern of pure and ſublime morality ; 
whilſt his miſſion, and ſupernatural 
powers, were an artful pretence. 
Reduced then, to the neceſſity either 
of admitting, together with the moral 
excellencies, the miracles of Jeſus, or 
of 
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of rejecting both, I can, without difli- 
culty, make up my judgment. How- 
ever unphiloſophical it may be thought, 
I am perſuaded, that he © did ſuch 
works as no man. could perform, un- 
leſs God were with him.” Yes, not- 
withſtanding the metaphyſick of ſome, 
and the ſneers of others, Ido believe: 
that he appealed to facts, when he 
ſaid, The blind ſee ; the lame walk; 
the lepers are cleanſed; the deaf hear; 
and the dead are raiſed.” God, who: 
ordained the laws of nature, can cer» 
tainly control or ſuſpend them. Nor 
is there any thing. abſurd in the ſuppo- 
ſition, that occaſions may offer, on 
which ſuch an application of almighty 
power may- be worthy of God ; and 
reflect honour on his wiſdom and be- 

nevolence. | 
It is true, ſuch interruptions of the 
general 
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general courſe of nature are not viſible 
at the preſent age. Our eyes have 
never been gratified with. the ſight of 
a. miracle: but this is no proof that 
the eyes of other men, in other ages, 
have impoſed upon. their underſtand- 
ings. The king of Siam, becauſe he 
had never ſeen. ice, denied the poſſi- 
bility of its exiſtence. His narrow ex- 
perience, under a burning ſun, was op- 
poſed to the teſtimony of a credible 
witneſs. If this prince had been a 
metaphyſician, with what a multipli- 
city of arguments, would he have en- 
countered and overwhelmed the Euro- 
pean, who related the effects of cold 
upon the waters of his country ? If he 
had been a philoſopher, how learnedly 
would he have reaſoned upon the ele- 
meſſ#ary particles of fluids ; and from 
their ſpherical form, how caſily would 

he 
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ke have demonſtrated the impoſſibility 
of congelation? But what is logick, 
when oppoſed to fat? 

The miracles aſcribed to Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the apoſtles, reſt upon the ſame 
foundation with 'other articles, which 
we find in the nartatives of his life. 
They have not comedown tous through 
the channel of tradition; but by means 
of a formal record, made-by perfons, 
who declare themſelves witneſſes of the 
ſcenes which they defcribe. Nor are 
they introduced into theſe records 
merely by way of ornament ; or to 
animate a dull narration : they are an 
eſſential part of the work. In the 


fame page, we find the miracles and 
moral leſſons of Jeſus Chriſt. In the 
ſame artleſs. manner, they are both re- 
lated : for which reaſon, I feel Wy- 
ſelf unable to draw the line, where 

| truth 
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truth ends, and fiction begins. All my 
information concerning Jeſus. Chriſt, is 
derived from the ſame ſource. Where 
teſtimony. is ſo, explicit and circum- 
ſtantial, I muſt, therefore, admit the 
whole ; or reject the whole. I mention, 
this, becauſe ſome have profeſſed to 
believe the hiſtory. of our Lord's diſ- 
courſes, whilſt they denied that of his 
miracles : but theſe articles are ſo 
connected, that there can be no diſ- 
crimination. If an evangeliſt, deſerves. 
credit, when he ſolemnly declares the 
things which he heard; why not, 
when he as folemnly declares the facts 
which he ſaw ? Why ſhould I aſcribe 
more veracity, to his ears, than to his 
eyes? 

That the miracles of Jeſus ſtand as 
fairff recorded as his moral inſtruc- 
tions, is not, however, my only reaſon. 
for 
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for believing them. Certain events, 
which took place at the memorable 
period, when theſe miracles are ſaid to 
have been exhibited, are a demonſtra- 
tion of their reality. I find, that mul- 
titudes, who had the beſt means of in- 
forming their minds on this ſubject 3 
and who could have detected the im- 
poſition, if any had been practiſed, 
were fully perſuaded, that ſupernatural 
powers had been exerciſed by Chrift 
and his apoſtles. So ſtrong was their 
conviction, that it overcame early hab- 
its ; and induced them to embrace the 
religious ſyſtem which appealed to this 
evidence. Nor was this all : it over- 
came the apprehenſions of contempt, 
of worldly loſles, of every ſpecies of 
injury, and of a cruel and infamous 
death. Upon the principle of miraQes, 


it is eaſy to account for this magna» 
nimity :. 
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nimity : but, if the Chriſtian record 
of miracles be a mere fable, how came 
the conviction of their reality to take 
poſſeſſion of ſo many fair and honeſt 
minds; and to produce ſuch aſtoniſh- 
ing effects? Why did they believe, who 
were placed beyond the reach of impo- 
ſition; and who could have no mo- 
tive to aſſent to the powers, claimed 
by the founder, and firſt preachers of 
religion, but the certainty that they 
exiſted ? I am free to confels, that the 
faith of multitudes, ſituated as they 
were, has great influence in um 
my own. 
To purſue the argument: I be- 
lieve the miracles recorded in the New. 
Teſtament, becauſe they were not call- 
ed in queſtion by early infidels. The 
Jews were compelled to own, that the 
powers, occaſionally exerciſed by Jeſus: 
I Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, were ſupernatural. This man 
doeth many miracles,” was the confeſ- 
lion even of the prieſts and phariſees; 
and the modern Jews do not pretend 
to deny, that the founder of the Chriſ- 
tian ſect performed many things, Which 
no man could do, unleſs he were aſſiſt- 
ed by inviſible agents. To avoid, how- 
ever, the conſequences of ſuch a conceſ- 
hon, they both aſcribe his miracles to an 
infernal cauſe. Succeeding unbelievers 
were likewiſe as well convinced of this 
part of our Lord's hiſtory. Julian ac- 
knowledges, that Chriſt opened the eyes 
of the blind ; reſtored limbs to the 
lame ; and recovered demoniacks from 
their malady : but he intimates, that 
theſe are not very extraordinary feats. 
Celſus, another violent enemy to Chril- 
tianity, not preſuming to deny the 
mighty works of Jeſus, endeavours to 
depreciate 


\ 
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depreciate them, by pretending that he 
learned magick in Egypt. Beſides, it 
is well known, that becauſe the mira- 
cles of Chriſt could not be denied, at- 
tempts were made to eclipſe their glo- 
ry. Appollonius Tyanzus was brought 
into publick view by two unbelievers, 
as a perſon, whoſe powers exceeded 
thoſe of Jeſus. The conceſſions of Ju- 
lian and Celſus, and this attempt to ſet 
up a rival to the Saviour, may be eaſily 
accounted for, if we admit that ſigns 
were diſplayed ; and miracles per form- 
ed by him: but if his ſupernatural 
powers were an artful pretence, why 
did not theſe adverſaries publiſh the 
impoſition ? They did not want ſaga- 
city to detect any unfair dealing ; and 
ſuch a diſcovery would have given the 
triumph to their cauſe. That early 
unbelievers, and ſome of them perſons 

of 
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of the moſt extenſive information ; 
that a Julian and a Celſus did not deny 
the miracles of Chriſt, is with me a 
very ſtrong argument in favour of 
thoſe miracles. Combined with other 
evidence, this circumitance is ſufficient 
for my conviction. 

Finally, the lying wonders, and pre- 
tended miracles of impoſtors, are a 
proof that ſupernatural powers have 
been employed for religious purpoſes. 
This appears to be the juſt concluſion 
from theſe facts. Impoſtors would not 
have had recourſe to ſuch arts, if they 
had not known the ſucceſs of real mira- 
cles. Would counterfeits have found 
their way into circulation, if there 
never had been genuine coin ? Did 
not the latter unqueſtionably ſuggeſt 
the former? We may be aſſured, that 
pretended miracles would never have 
enriched 
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enriched the legend of a faint, if real 
miracles had never attracted the atten- 
tion of mankind. Supernatural pow- 
ers have been. feigned in later times, 
becauſe, in the primitive ages, ſuch 
powers really exiſted. Lying won- 
ders, at the tomb of the Abbe De Paris, 
came in aid of his doubtful reputation, 
becauſe the tomb of Chriſt was the 
ſcene of wonders and ſigns, which gave 
immortal ſplendour to his character ; 
and enſure the final triumphs of his. 
cauſe. 

I have now aſſigned the various rea- 
ſons, on which I ground my aſſent to 
the miracles, which ſtand recorded in 
the Chriſtian volume. I believe them, 
becauſe they reſt on the ſame hiſtorick 
evidence, with the moral inſtructions, 
and common facts, contained in that 
book. I believe them, becauſe con- 
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temporary and ſubſequent events were 
ſuch as might have been expected, from 
the operation of miracles on the human 
mind. I believe them, becauſe the 
early oppoſers of Chriſtianity did not 
call them in queſtion. I believe them, 
becauſe their reality appears to me, 
to be a fair deduction from many 
unſucceſsful attempts to imitate, and 
to rival them. Thus convinced of the 
ſupernatural powers of Jeſus Chriſt and 


the apoſtles, I am perſuaded that they 


{pake by authority ; and conſequently, 
that the religious ſyſtem, which derives 
its name from the former, is not only 
ſuperiour to all others, but that it is 
DIVINE. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER V. 


OBJECTIONS CONSIDERED. 


Wrrrt ſuch force, do theſe argu- 
ments operate on my underſtanding, 
that I feel an increaſmg confidence in 
my principles as a Chriſtian. The 
more I examine the evidences of my 
rehgion, the more am I convinced, 
that it will not be overthrown by the 
weapons uſually employed againſt it. 
The foundation which ſupports it, is 
not to be weakened by the ſhafts of 
wit ; nor are its pillars to be ſhaken 
by the breath of ridicule. I am fenſi- 
ble, that there is no ſubject which may 
not be placed in a ludicrous point of 
light ; as there is no character which 
may not be viliſied. Religion, patriot- 
im, chaſtity, and almoſt every moral 
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and ſocial virtue, have, in their turn, 
been ſo expoſed as to invite contempt. 
Soame Jenyns has diſcharged all his 
wit upon THE RIGHTS OF MAN, and 
the leading principles of a free govern- 
ment. If ridicule were the teſt of 
truth, his book would be unanſwer- 
able: but, though. it. abounds with 
wit, it contains not. one argument; 
and for this reaſon, the cauſe. of civil 
freedom has ſuffered no injury from 
ſuch an aſlailant. Though republican 


principles be the butt of his ridicule, 


yet they command the higheſt reſpect, 
wherever they are ſerioully examined. 
The ſame obſervation may be applied 
to the ſubject of religion. To over- 
throw the faith of one, who has ſtud- 
ied its evidence, arguments muſt be 
employed, and- not the falſe colourings 
of wit. Facts muſt be fairly and clear- 


ly 
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ty diſproved : otherwiſe, the. Chriſtian 
will retain his reverence for religion ; 
and though aſhamed of the diſingenu- 
ity of an oppoſer, he will not be aſham- 
ed of the goſpel. 

From the wit exerted upon Chriſ- 
tianity, I now proceed to more ſober 
objections: and I muſt fay, that, how- 
ever plauſible they may ſeem at firſt, 
they do not, by any means, invalidate 
its evidence. Many of them are im- 
pertinent; becauſe they are levelled, 
not againſt the Chriſtian religion, but 
againſt its corruptions. Many more 
are ſufficiently anſwered by an appeal 
to the conſtitution of nature; and the 
degree of evidence upon which we act 
in general concerns. Some objections, 
if admitted, would averthrow the 
credit of all hiſtory : others, when 
purſued to their juſt conſequences, 

would 
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would not only ſubvert the religion of 
Chriſt, but would bury natural rel 
gion in its ruins. 

In vain then, are objections of this 
kind urged againſt Chriſtianity. In 
vain am I reminded, that the goſpel 
was firſt preached to the multitude ; 
and not to the learned and wiſe; I 
know that there is as much fairneſs of 
mind in the former, as in the latter; 
and, in regard to matters of fact, that 
they are as competent judges. In vain 
am I called to reflect, that falſe pre- 
tences to inſpiration, and lying won- 
ders, have, in all ages, been employed 
for political purpoſes : the fact I do 
not diſpute-; but I deny the conclu- 
ſion. Falſehoods are daily uttered ; 
but does it follow, that the truth 1s 
never {ſpoken ? Becauſe many counter- 
feits are in circulation, is there no un- 

adulterated 
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adulterated coin ? As I have before 
had occaſion to obſerve, the various 
arts of religious impoſition take their 
origin from real miracles, and a real 
inſpiration. In vain am I told, that 
the Chriſtian ſyſtem is not univerſal ; 
and by conſequence, cannot proceed 
from the common Parent of mankind. 
I know that reaſon is imparted in va- 
rious degrees ; that the means of im- 
provement, civil liberty, and all the 
outward bleſſings of life, are beſtowed 
in different meaſures on different ob- 
jects : and yet, I am perſuaded, that 
they all come from God. In vain is 
my attention called to the angry diſ- 
putes of Chriſtians, reſpecting the doc- 
trines of the goſpel. I am convinced, 
that ſuch is the weakneſs of the human 
mind, diſputes may ariſe on any ſub- 
Jet. I hear men diſpute on the prin- 
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ciples of government, the rights of cit- 


1zens, and the nature and extent of 
civil liberty: and yet, I doubt not, 
that theſe rights, and this liberty, have 
a real foundation; and that the end 
of government is their ſecurity, Why 
then, ſhould the diſputes of Chriſtians 
diſcredit the goſpel? In vain is my 
faith inſulted with the mortifying in- 


ſinuation, that profeilors do not exem- 


plify the virtues of their religion ; that 
their principles and practice are often 
at variance. I am ſenfible, that Chrif- 
tians are rational agents; and that the 
influence of their religion is not com- 
pulſory, but moral. Why then, ſhould 
be more ſurpriſed that the laws of the 
goſpel ſhould be occaſionally diſregard- 
ed, than that the dictates of conſcience, 
or the laws written on the heart, ſhould 
not always maintain their authority? 
In 
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In vain will any urge, to the prejudice 
of Chriſtianity, the ambition of a 
prieſthood ; and the various ſteps, by 
which the miniſters of religion aſcend- 
ed from the condition of inſtructers, 
to that of oppreſſors. The goſpel, I 
am certain, gives no countenance to 
ſuch abuſes. So far from it, ſpiritual 
pride, and fpiritual tyranny, are ob- 
jects of its execration. I might go on 
to enumerate other popular objections 
againſt the ſyſtem ; but he who has 
formed his ideas of Chriſtianity from 
the writings of the apoſtles and evan- 
geliſts, will be certain that its credit is 
not injured by them. 

As there is not any ſubject, which 
may not be turned into ridicule, nei- 
ther is there any hiſtorical fact, againſt 

which many plauſible objections may 
not be raiſed, Conſidering his power, 
G influence, 
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influence, and popularity, the deſtruc- 
tion of Ceſar, by the Roman ſenators, 
may be oppoſed with great ingenuity z 
and many arguments may be brought 
to fix a ſuſpicion on this part of ancient 
hiſtory. The execution of Charles the 
firſt, and the domination of Cromwell, 
are hkewiſe articles, which a logician 
might aſſail with many objections.— 
If a ſceptick were ſo diſpoſed, how 
eaſily might he refute (as the term 
is ſometimes underſtood) the Ame- 
rican hiſtory of independence ? He 
might contraſt the naval and military 
ſtrength, the riches and the population 
of Britain, with the poverty and weak- 
neſs of the colonies :—he might alſo ex- 
patiate on the different principles, hab- 
its, interfering intereſts, and jealouſies 
of the coloniſts ;—and ſubjoining the 


fears of ſome, and the ſtrong attachment 
of 
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of others to their political parent, he 
might, from the whole, ſhow the in- 
credibility of our revolution. Still, 


the glorious fact is a refutation of 
ſuch reaſonings. I mult obſerve, that 


in regard to hiſtorical relations, the 
teſtimony of one credible witneſs will 
outweigh millions of ſuch objections, 
as à fruitful imagination may eaſily 
invent. 

This conviction never fails to ac- 
company me, when I repair to the 
ſacred oracles. In the New Teſta- 


ment, I find a detail of inſtructions 
given, of wonders performed, and of 
futurities revealed. I am alſo enter- 
tained with a particular account of the 
ſufferings, death, reſurrection, and aſ- 
cenſion of Jeſus Chriſt. Other aſton- 
iſhing events are likewiſe, as circum- 
ſtantially related, The hiſtory contain» 


ing 
* 


76 OBJECTIONS, ec. 


ing theſe things appears to be as fairly 
written; and to carry with it as ſub. 
ſtantial proofs of its authenticity, as 
any hiſtory which has gained credit in 
the world. Do any aſk, why I believe 
the antiquity of the Chriſtian records ? 
I anſwer, for the ſame reaſon that I be- 
lieve the antiquity of Virgil's Poems, 
_ Ceſar's Commentaries, or Salluſt's Nar- 
rations : and that is, the concurring 
teſtimony of all intervening ages. Do 
any aſk, why I believe, that the ſeveral 
ks were written by the perſons 
whale names they bear ? I anſwer, for 
the ſame reaſon that I believe the Geor« 
gicks to be the production of Virgil ; 
— Jeruſalem Delivered, that of Taſſo; 
— Paradiſe Loſt, that of Milton —an 
Eſſay upon the ſubject of Miracles, to 
be the work of Hume and a Refu- 
tation of that Eſſay, the performance 

of 
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of Campbell. Do any inquire, whe- 
ther the ſacred pages have not been 
greatly corrupted ? I anfwer, they 
have not been greatly corrupted ; as 
appears by a collation of the earlieſt 
manuſcripts, and an appeal to the ear. 
lieſt verſions, and ancient fathers. So 
many corroborating circumſtances plead 
in favour of the: goſpel, that I muſt 
either diſtruſt all records ; or continue 
to admit the authenticity of thoſe; 
which diſplay the — and "On of a 
Chriſtian. 
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Txt religion of Jeſus Chriſt does 
not decline a fair examination.— 
It conſents to meet oppoſition ; but, 
in the character of its opponent, it 
requires certain qualifications, which 

G 2 have 


d 
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have not always appeared in the con- 
teſt. It requires a large acquaint- 
ance with the ſyſtem itſelf, an ac- 
quaintance formed, not through the 
medium of human creeds, but by a 
direct application to the evangelick 
records. It requires alſo an extenſive 
Enowledge of the peculiar language, in 
which thoſe records were originally 
compoſed, of the various readings 
grounded on different manuſcripts, of 
Heathen and Jewiſh teſtimonies, of the 
cuſtoms and moral ſtate of thoſe coun- 
tries where Chriſtianity was firſt pub- 
liſhed, of the conceſſions and objections: 
of the earlieſt unbelievers, and of the 
general hiſtory of the church. Thus. 
furniſhed, ſeveral have attacked this 
religion ; but the conteſt has generally 
terminated in their conviction. 1 
know many inſtances, where men have 
$711 opened 
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vpened the hiſtory of Chriſt with the 
diſreſpect of unbelievers ; and cloſed it 
with the reverence of Chriſtians. 
The prevailing ſentiments of Ameri- 
cans will be naturally on the fide of 
that religion, which has been the fab» 
je& of this work. Its influence' in the 
firſt ſettlement of the country, will 
not be ſoon effaced from their minds. 
Their republican principles will inſpire 
a reverence for a ſyſtem, which admits 
of no reſpect of perſons ; but injoins 
the ſame dutics on all ; and opens to 
all, the ſame proſpects of glory, hon- 
our, and immortality. Its benevolent 
tendency, conſpiring its evidence, 
muſt enſure to it a M examination. 
Thoſe, wh6 thus eXamine, even if 
they remain unconvinced, will conſent, 
that others ſhould cultivate its temper ; 
and follow its rules. They will not be 

diſpleaſed 
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diſpleaſed at ſeeing the virtue of their 
neighbours, directed and invigorated 

by Chriſtian principles. Even though 

they may not ſee fit to adopt their 
language, yet they will impute no un- 
common weakneſs, credulity, or fanat. 
iciſm to thoſe, who ſay with the apoſ- | 
tle, © Lox, ro WHOM SHALL WE 
% Thou HAST THE WORDS OF 
ETERNAL LIFE,” 
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